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“Klt’, Dalton S Deatl'l a Few Weeks off on the Austin lmd San Antonio
Ago Leaves Jim Cummings as

the Only Survivor

N APRIL 8, in Memphis,
O Tenn., where he had lived

for the last thirty years in

the peaceful enjoyment of !
ihe mid-West glamour that halos the !
neads of the retired guerrillas and
bandits of the border war days and
the succeeding period, there passed
away Captain “Kit"” Dalton, one of
the few remaining human links that
connect the present generation with
the one, now 2 half-century removed,

that knew Quantrell, the grim chief- |

tain of the black flag, and those
original old masters of-the train rob-
bing industry, the James boys and
the Younger brothers.

There still remain about a dozan
of the grizzled veterans of Quan-
trell's band, who, though widely
scattered throughout the country,
meet each year at a reunion in
Jackson County, Mo., and vow that

they will continue to do so until the

last of the band is gone.
Jim Cummings the Last

Of the old James gang of bandits, |

now that “Kit"” Dalton has passed
along, but one remains—the onece
muech sought for Jim Cummings,
now a feeble old man who makes a

living by peddling his book of me-|

moirs at Excelsior Springs, in Clay
County, Mo, a watering place near
the old James homestead at Kear-
1 ey.

“Kit" Dalton was seventy-seven
years old at the time of his death.
ITe was a picturesque type of the old-
fire-eating Southerner.® He
wore hig hair in long cavalier curls
swept his coat collar and wore
the Confederate uniformn to the
last.

Tpss

Lime

thal

than
reputation for daring and devilry
his early
ualed, according to no less an ac-
it than his own, by Quantrell
eimaelf. vears before his
onth., after waiting, as he said, “un-
‘il the statute of limitations had
v"—he published a book,
thee Black Flag,” which is one of the
remarkable productions in the

tinals of picturesque literature.
It is one of the best sellers in the

Some

West and South, largely owing to | |
the fact that it was civeulated by |

thie doughty eaptain himself at coun-
and from the lecture plat-
wri, In it he frankly tells the
tovy of his life “as a guerrilla cap-
i under Quantrell and a border

itlaw for seventeen years.”

tairs

A Raider at Fifteen

There is matter enough in this
Lo to malke & hundred vyellow-
«l ndvels of the kind that
iwadle used to turn out. Starting

‘Did His

"M REDERICK ROTHWELL
-41 HOLT, ex-lieutenant of the '

British army, is in Manches-
under sentence
ot death for one of the most hrutal
nurders in the history of English
vrime,

1er Prison,

The brutality of the crime, how-
aver, is not what makes it worthy
of more than passing notice. The
real problem is: Ihd the war meta-
morphose Frederick Rothwell Holf,
making a Mr. Hyde of one who had
been a Dy, Jekyll?

Before he went to war Eric Holt,'

gs lie was generally known, was a
gulet, industrvious, rather retiring
young mun, a university graduate
who went from school into an engi-
neering position to which he devoted
his time faithfully. He had a pri-
vate income that more than sufficed
for his simple needs.
A Different Man

It was a different Eric Holt who
revurned from France. An English
writer well describes the “before
ud @fter” character of the lieuten-
Holt, a8 he was
belongs to the
c¢lass group who live
in well built houses,

Eric
tamiliarly known,
Lz middle
comfortably

“Nocially

~urroundad with every reasonable

uxury, Most of his thirty-one years
was spent al Lytham, where he was
vducated at a flrst class private
school, '

“There was nothing in his boy-
liood days to mark him out as being |
ibnormal—he appeared to be just!

healthy lad of temperate ambi-|

Li0n8.

‘“‘Later he became apprenticed to |

# large firm of engineers at Pres- |
tonn. When he became of age he|
inherited what in former days was
considered a very good income from
his motlu-r The sum has been pu*

£300 per annum, but those who |

Slight of build and weighing |
120 pounds, he achieved |

career that was only |

“Under ||

| them,

| her,

band when still in his teens, rode|
|w1th him in Missouri and Kentucky |
| and was the last, he states, to leave |
his chief in his death grapple at|
Wakefleld's barn in Kentucky.

The war over, he becama the boon
companfon of the Jameses and the
Youngers, and, while he does net go
to the length of open confession

(in his book, he shows an intimate |

knowledge of all their daring rob-
beries and leaves the reader to draw

o e

I

| DICTURESQUE “KIT"
i DALTON, whose deatha |

| few weeks ago leaves only
| one survivor of the James
. boys’ band of robbers

his own com.lusmm as to “ht‘thm
he took part in them.

When the trails in Missouri zot
too hot for him he went to Texas,
rode the ranges for a while, and then
Ymet up” down there with “Sam
Bass, of Indiana,” who was ihen
running a branch department of the
train robbery industry in Texas
fields. Sam was short of funds and
I(l tr1ﬂe, of amgo robbery was pu]lcul

“After the war, which for a tine {
left him an invalid, theve .mpmrl_d'

a subtle change, Ho flun e lnw-wlf
inte a life of gayety—duancing 4nd
pleasure seeking filled his life. e |
was the gay Lothario and ingde a
triumphal progress among his many
wonien acquaintances,
his wit and laughter; his
ance upon them was a thing to be
desired and souwht after,

Nothing of the Criminal
“To be seen with Eric Holt was
an oceagion for envy to less for-

tunate girls. Nothing in his appear-

ance or mMAanuner was more remote:

than any suggestion that he could
Ipossib?y be a criminal.

“Clean and well groomed and
that seemed
to look at wyou with honest good

hurnor from that
|

'with smiling gray eves

a heart hides

(nothing that i= not for the world

|to see—such was the

|that Eric Holt pave

ws

tham, St. Annes and Blackpool.

“Color, romance and the society'

lof women became like the breath of
life to him. 'They were the essen-
tials and the desirable things for

him during this period. The sober-

ness of ordinary, commonplace life

| was not for him. He reveled in this

hothouw atmosphere. Commenly

Sou would =ee him, from sheer exu-
| berance, pick his dancing partner up
—he was passionately fond eof
{ duncing—and whirl hor in the air.

“He had a ‘way' with women
{which 1wade him irvesistibla to
so that one woman, disap-
pointed with what life had given
soucht consolation in this re-
markable young mai.

« “That woman was DMMyrs.

hme a more intimate knowledge of | | Breaks.”

his affairs aver that it was Lonald—l
erably in excess of that amount. At
any rate, it was sufficient for Eric |
to live a life of ease and have what |
is called & good time.

“There you have the picture of |

The verdict of the j
Holt murdered Mrs.
body was found in
near Manchester.

jury was that
Brvnks. Her
the sandhills

Her “‘Superman’

According to the evidence, Mre |

Erie Holt at the agelnf twenty-one, | Breaks, who was infatuated with

out nt fifteen as a private in For- |
rest's raiders, he ioined Quantrell’s |

They loved |
attend- |

impression |
he was|
known to his many friends at Ly-

Elsie |

ine in the spring of '74. “Kit” Dal-
ton did not claim in ‘nis disclosures
to be a participant—he never made
that mistake. He was too much of
|a literary artist to lay himaelf open
lin that way. Ie handles the matter
| dellcately, thus: -

Never Ineriminated Himself

[ ter this thrilling incident, and have

|
[from the Austin and San Antonio
'stage robbery were divided into four
equal shares, something like this:
The dividend being $2.000 and the
divisor 4, the quotient would neces-
garily be $500, or, in better mathe-
matical form, $2,000 divided by 4
equals Sam Bass, Joe Collins, Rill
Jackson and a gentleman of 2mall
stature lately arrvived from Mis-
souri."”

The proceeds of the Mesquite
switch robbery, a full-sized train job
done by Sam Bass in regulation
Jasse James style, were divided, ac-

.another gentleman who was a warm
personal friend of mine.”

But the rangers soon pumped San,
Bass and the Collins boys full
i lead and the “littls gentleman from
Missouri"” made another one of his
remarkable eacapes.

of

The next heard of him he was in
Garcla’s camp in Cuba, teaching the
[insurgents bushwhacking tactics,
whera ha remained until the dengue

fever ment him back to his
| heath again,

native

Just how “"Kit" managed to square
| things, after all his exploita on the
road, he did not reveal in his other
frank navrative, but square
them some way he did, fur he went
back to his old home in Memphis
within a few yvears and lived the life
of a happy, veaceful and contented
ex-bandit until his death a few
| weeks ago.

Attended All the Reunions
“Hit" Dalton, with his long haic
and in a suit of faultless Confeder-

WiED

erale gray, was a conspicuous figure
for many years at the gatherings of
the old guerrilla elan in their cold-
time habitat in the Blue Ridwe hills
of Jackson County. Mo., and al the
Confederate reunions throuphou! the
| eountry, He was an anachronizm

whose generation had lang pa
him by, belonging to a day
| there was still a glamour of Rob Roy
mystery and romance hanginge
around the guerrilla bands that had
turned to robbery in a spivit of re-
I prisal and revengs and for seyven-

Wi

“I was with Sam Basa ghortly af-

every reason to believe the proceeds |

| cording to Dalton’s memoirs, hetween |
“Sam Bassg, Jim and Joa Collina'and |

|

teen wears had made their names a |

terror throughout the Western and
Southern states.
There are train vobbers and bank

robbers to-day—plenty of them—but
they vide prosaically to their work
| in motor cars and make their escapa
through the crowded city streets,
| They don't even fnla tha trouble to
Wear mas -_.?lT'|ll there 18 Tittle in the

Holt and ecalled him her “super-
man,”" was lured by Holl on an ex-
Luwmn into the country
hot and beaten to deat!
A motive for the :‘rim-.-

and there

wiz Found

Only One of James Boys' Gang of Robbers Is Now Aliy

S e =g 8

B e

modern features of the game t]tat
commends itselt to sentiment or ap-
peals 1o the imagination,

iut the bold raiders

of “Kit" Dal-

ton's day were the Little Johns, the
Allan-a-Dales, the Diek Turpinz and

the Rob

Wys of the
in popular imagination.

trade—at least
Theirs were

all the properties and the concomi-

tan

swift, blooded steeds

try sally

and

flight,

ts of the bandits of the opera—

for 'eross-coun-
hmhwad'h es-

HIDI‘\ (r PEACP of Hu'
ﬂrr’ﬂ district, @ fﬂmom '

4

capes from the minions of tha Iaw.
the loot divided under the green-

wood trees, and the secret haunts of |

refuge in the friendly fastnesses of

the Snl Hills or the “Crackernock”'

district of Jacksgn County.
Now Cityv Suburh
The captain and the kings of the
11.-11.141,1‘, Have .nll dnp rted 'f'rack-

i

v

]

.hmaes bmu in the “Cracler-
haunt of bandeh L 'ffn.bﬂh’,”.

erneck 12 now a flour n-hmg country

suburh of Kansas City. Rock houle-

varcs and oiled vosds surround and
traverse this district once given over
to the wilderness of nature as well
a5 to the lawlessness of man., Splan-
did country houszes with lLig stone
garages now  attest the great
rhangu that time has “1uag'ht singce

in lolt's desire to rid himsell 0f|Ble'u,~1 were engaged, and Holt sug-

an affmir of which
aitdd the move
profit from an
vicid by Mrs: Breaks.

he was tired '

subsatantial desire to
nisuranee policy car-

Holt and Mrs,

S

FX- AEUTENANT I‘PFDFRF( K RO THW ELL
< the British army, who upparently was mrrumorpimsed

by his war e.

sperience

HOLT of

[paid the first

gested that cach of them take out
a life insurance policy. She agreed,
and Holt obtained a policy for har
of §20,000,
cess of her ability to carry.
and

which was far in ex-
He

only premium

paid on it.

Then Holt persuaded Mrs. Breaks
to make a will in his favor, saying
he would do the same for her. He
neither made & will nor took out an
insurance policy.

Mrz. Breaks waus

murdered the

iday after she made her will,

| real contest

There was little doubt at any tinie
as to the zuilt of Holt, although he
did set up a claim to an alibi as
well of

was over

as a plea msanity, The
the mental
responsibility of the prisoner. His
counsgel offered the life of Holt be-
fore and after his war serviee aa

proof that he was insane. Hxperis

testified that Holt was a vietim of

| delusions.

1 mg womern,

Jto Mrs. Breaks a few

A letter written by Holt
days before
the murder was apparently that of
a man deeply in love, and this was
cited as proof that Holt either did
not kill the woman or was insane
when he did so.

On the other hand, the prosecu-
tion asseried that enly a sane man
could have planned such a crime
and carried it out with such clever-
ness.

Denounced Curious Women

The

trial  attracted immense
tﬁrong

most of the spectators be-
Theiy curiosity so en-
raged Sir LEdward Marshall-Hall,
Holt's attorney, that he denounced
them in a speech, saying:

“It makes one feel sick for the
femininity of this country that
women should come in their dozens
day by day and gloat over the trau-

| ble of & man on trial for his life.

1' case less than an hour, found Holt

J

The jury, after considering the

guilty. Holt stood calmly as the
sentence of death was pronounced
upon him, and at the conclusion of |

the judge’s
his heel,
coat
haelk

thrust his hands in
pockets and walked
to his cell.

his
l’lf‘iF]\]_\‘

&kl - i |
Singing Sands
A N INTERESTING attempt 18
A made by a writer in*Science"
© to explain the singing zands

of Lake Michigan, 'These extend

remarks he turned omn,

T e o ——

the dayvs when Quantrell's guerrillag
found 1 “Crackerneck” their most
secuve place of refupge and the still
later times when the James bovs and
the Younger brothers held it in
feudal mastery a= a vecruiting and
mustering ground for their night
riding expeditions. The very name
of “Crackerneck' is almoszt fur-
rotten cne.

After the removal of Jos
a"d 1he surrender of Fran

4

e Janies
in 1882,

iy

along = eastern shore from Gary,!
at the southern extremity, to Macki-
nac, at the northern, with compara-
tively few breaks or interruptions.
Throughout thiz region the =ands
near the water's edge, in dry weath-
er, peculiar bat
and unmistakable sound vhen the
foot of

emit a

the pedestrian pushes

threugh them 1n an abrasive way.

for ex-Lieutenant Frederick Rothwell Holt, whom sh»
called her “superman’

J MRS FELSIE BREAKS, who paid with her life for her love

definite |

|the bullnels begln to droop, &
Juk Kennedy, known g3 the g, i
| Hunter,” did his best g oy

Ila1’.er to introduce some inng -
amI to put if on a profitable and uell ]
' basis, but without EUCCARs,
Kennedy won his title of un
Hunter” from the fact that he wil
arrested one night while riding 4,
to hl! work dressed in fun

the reasons for hts abundanc, Uf;-
tillery, replied: *I'm going gy
{ hunting.”

To Kennedy, however, belgne, ,
distinction of having iﬁtrbdumi |
first modern safety devices intg ¢

‘cystem. The James boys' metjes, .

work was primitive but effective
trifle rougher and more dangen, X
than that later adopted by 'l\um.‘
but proportionatels niore Drofitess
They usually piled the track With !
structions, waved a red lughy'
tern, and when the train %l
they boarded it with terropis
rebel yells and a fusillade of pled
shots on both sides of the bl
| After the expres= messengers ol
attended to, two of the opersi. 4
went through the paszenger sg.]
and took up the final collection ix §i
| gunnysack. But little attentiop
given to the detail of costyms
bandanna handkerchief over ¢
lower part of the face and a el
duster generally sufficed them 4,
disguise.

Introduced New Technique

When Kennedy urdertouk :
establish the game in the "an
neck’ distriet he d-e-_u.ayq.l Il‘ll.b.
lute genius for mew technique. B
had been a railroad :

motive, &
" after stopping & trair in the old g
[ he cut off the by
gage and express carmm and,
the engine,
gineer and personaily

knew low fo run a loe

proved methoed,

Jumpig
inte relieved the o
conducted ti
two treasure cara g fem niles gpie
road, where he could finizh the bu
ness at hiz leisure,
And as for costunie, kennedy m
a real artist. I1is outfit for thome
consisted of a Ku-Klux shroud, fav
whiskers and slouch hat—s makes:
itzelf sufficient to 2trike
his victims almost without the my
revolver and Winchester r fle whis
were prominently

tereny lob

in evidenre
But for all ‘1< technigue and ee
tumer’s skill, "t wjwork
week., After in e :
Blue Cut that netted his gangatt |
e
i

8

ona mood ioh

=um he took to the Aowing bowl
which was strictly against the Jame
bora’ tenets—and talked himwl
inte the penitentiary.

He wayd the last of the old sthe
{to retire from the active pursuss

an‘n»w

s War Ex_perlenpes Make d Mr Hyde of ThlS Enghsh Dr Jel\\”"'

This unusual scu:
only by

J ia produced vr |
the leather-shoad foot, bt
emitted alsd if the bare foot orlad
|is struck through the grains er'
a stick 1 trailed, Loy-fashiom M
hind. t
Thoreau, in “Tha Journal,” sl
was like the sound mades by rub®

Iwet glass with vour finger or b
waxing a table. It was a squesiin
sound, as of one particle mublin

| against another,
“My hypothesis, briefly state ¥
'thi'-‘.," i “Heim s
| *“The sand grains on the lower e
and as far as the upper limit of &
storm beach are bathed periodiealh
by the waters of the lake, whith

Says a writer

. 5 $
contamn various salte, including o
cium and rmagnesium bicarbonats

. Y I
This water dries on tlie grains ¢

sand, coating the surfaces with ¥
extremely thin film: of salts. inclut
ing caleium and magnesium ¥
bonates, This film is of such
nature a8 to create condiderab?
friction when rubbed, the
when the grains are bLrougit i
contact with various surfaces’
sound 1s emitted. One msy 08
pare the action of the film
Balts on the sand grains with
action of rosin on the viplin bow.
“The beach sand is, of course, '
!same sand which later goes to fore
the dures when transpurted by t#
wind, but during this transperid
tion, due to the abrasive action &
grain against grain, much of
salt film is rubbed off and carre
len by the wind in the seme mans®
!that clay dust is, to be deposited ¥
quiet places, as on the forest ﬂl‘
beyond. After deposition in
outs or on dures, the grains are
jected from ume to time to
bleaching action of rain water,
this completes the removal
cium and magnesium carbonntes (s
'the form of bicarbonates and of
|other galts) so that the t-ﬂt"‘
isand grain surface is vestored, ¢
(to speak metaphorically, the S70
lose their singing voice. Such i»?
{ hypothesis.”

and

-)f ar
tht J

&



